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Preface

I received an email on July 25, 2023, from Jennie Dotts, a Richmond real estate
agent who specializes in historic properties, asking if [ would look into the history of the
building at 303 Brook Road. Jennie said her friend who owned the building, the artist
Ruben Peacock, was convinced from architectural details in the building that it was a pre-
civil war structure despite some accounts that put it variously at 1915 and 1890. I have
done a few building histories in Richmond, but not a potentially antebellum one, so this
seemed an interesting project, and I took it on. This is the second building history along
that expanse of Brook that I have researched. The first was 303 Brook’s neighbor, the
building that sits directly on the intersection with Broad (at 18 West Broad), which had
turned out to have housed the city’s first movie theater in 1908.

The intersection is easily identifiable today because it is where the Maggie Walker
statue stands. The building itself sits among others along the block which have
unconventionally angled fagades that reflect past developers’ efforts to try to maximize
their frontage against the three roads that converge there: Brook Road, Adams Street, and
Broad Street. The imperfect, nonlinear aspect gives the street a special charm. The
current owners of both 303 Brook and 18 West Broad have indicated they had almost a
spiritual connection to the buildings before they bought them.

Richmonders are fond of saying that Richmond is full of history. Truth be told,
there are nearly as many historians in this city as there are strains of history, and so it is
always amazing to me that these old buildings have new stories to tell that [ haven’t seen
anywhere else. The building at 303 Brook is no exception. Its story begins in the earliest
days of Richmond, surfacing names of men who were among the very first to shape the
city — men who, more often than not, either earned their wealth or could trace their wealth
through the pre-war enslavement of African Americans. It is also a story of men who
went broke. It is the already well-documented story of European immigration to the
Jackson Ward area of Richmond but also drills down to how the American dream was



sometimes snatched away. It reveals the story of a swashbuckling engineer who built
railroads all across the South and also of his son who was enamored by bicycles when
they were all the rage in the 1900s ... and then he discovered the sport of horse racing.
Harder to find are the narratives of the occasional woman, breaking from the confines
that turn-of-the century society imposed on her, who nevertheless contributed to the
narrative. African-American Richmonders also thread through this story occasionally.
The story, finally, of 303 Brook is that of the intersection itself which has been vital to the
commercial development of the city for over two centuries.

The burning question, for Jennie, though, was when was the building built? It is
rare to find a document which cleanly and obviously lays out a date of construction for
vernacular buildings such as this one whose job it is to make money for its investor either
by housing his own business or by leasing it out to others. The task is made more
complicated because of the nature of the sources involved: historical accounts are
generally told from a beginning to the end, deeds of property are investigated from the
current date backward, and newspaper articles reveal stories of only a given moment. A
date of construction, then, has to be kind of triangulated from these sources and others
that might be found.

I believe it can be said with certainty that the front half of the building at 303
Brook was built between 1858-1862. Because of the “triangulation” required to reach that
conclusion, the evidence is somewhat scattered throughout the much longer narrative
which follows. At the end of the narrative, however, there is a “Summary and Analysis of
Evidence of the Building’s Age,” which abstracts the evidence and puts it in a shortened,
more-focused form.

I believe that the evidence as to the date of construction of the building is compelling.
Regardless, the stories the building tells shows its worth as being part of Richmond’s
rich, historic past.

Kathi Clark Wong
October 15, 2023
Richmond, Virginia

i



Joseph Salotti had received his naturalization papers in December 1906, grazie a dio,
because the new Richmond City ordinance required all men applying for liquor licenses in 1907
be registered voters -- in other words, U.S. citizens. He counted himself lucky: the naturalization
process had taken three years, and he knew of other saloon owners for whom it was too late. The
new law had also increased the license fee, but Joseph had managed to borrow the mandatory
3500 (about 816,000 in 2023 dollars), a sum which he tried not to think about. He had been
careful to fill out the license application so nothing would be found amiss, and he had delivered
it before the deadline. He believed he would be found to lack nothing in the area of being a
person of good moral character and reputation as the new ordinance required.

Joseph, known as Giovanni to his family and even George in some of the anglicization
versions of his name, had done all that, but he had no control over the last wrinkle: the new
ordinance also reduced the number of saloons that would be permitted in the city to 150, down
from the 264 granted the previous year.

The licenses were to be announced today, February 21, 1908, so Joseph had been
watchful for the newsboy who sold the afternoon papers at the busy corner of Brook and Broad.
Stakes for Joseph and his young family were high. He not only made a good living as a saloon
keeper, but they lived above the saloon and would lose their home if he lost the business.

Before the newsboy had put down his bundles, Joseph was there ready to exchange the
penny in his hand for the paper. He moved only steps away before quickly skimming the
explanatory paragraphs on the front page and turning to page three where the names of those
who had been granted licenses were listed. The names weren t in any particular order, so it took
a minute.

His heart sank. His name wasn t there. He moved on to the next section of the article,

hoping for a mistake. But it was clear. Under the heading, “No License for the Following,” was:
“G. Salotti, 303 Brook Avenue.”!

! This introduction is an imagined scenario of Salotti’s reaction to the factual events of the 1907 Dabney Ordinance
put forth by prohibitionists.






303 Brook in 1817, Mayor Foushee, and the Rope Walk

Brook Road has long been a principal artery for people going to and leaving Richmond.
The French Revolutionary officer Marquis de Lafayette is said to have used the road in 1781, a
year after the capitol of Virginia was moved to Richmond from Williamsburg, to set out on his
campaign against British troops. The area at the junction of Brook and Broad was annexed as
part of the City of Richmond in 1793, and the city as well as private entrepreneurs began to
improve the infrastructure for what was becoming an important intersection. In 1812, the road
became one of the first turnpikes in the state when the Brook Turnpike Company was founded,
and in 1815, the street up to the turnpike became the first in Virginia to be officially designated
an avenue.? Even so, the triangular area around the intersection at Brook and Broad was a rough
area. It was “fringed by a row of one-story wooden shanties, whose occupants were as tough and
as cosmopolitan [word used sarcastically] as the
original inhabitants of Blood Field in the pioneer days
of Newport News, [Virginia],” wrote George Rogers in
the Richmond News Leader in 1951 .2

Deeds for the property at today’s 303 Brook
likely exist before 1817, but even if they can be
located, they are difficult to decipher by the modern
reader. Written by hand in unfamiliar cursive, they are
full of early 19'" century legal terminology, employ
archaic measuring units, mention wooden surveyors’
pegs that are long ago rotted away, use ephemeral
physical features such as paths or fences to describe
boundaries, and refer to archaic street names, among
other things.

The earliest deed, called an “indenture,” which
clearly identifies the property of which today’s 303

Figure 1. William Foushee. Source: Wikipedia
(public domain).

2 This account of the early days of Brook Road comes from https://henrico.us/history/names-places-in-
henrico/#ABROOK%20ROAD, accessed May 16, 2021.

3 George Roberts, “Old Fountain’s Removal Recalls Heyday of First ‘Avenue’ in the State,” Richmond News Leader;
October 19, 1951. Today’s East End in Newport News was known in the 1890s as Blood Field because of the street
violence that occurred there. According to a history about the African-American Zion Baptist Church that was
established in the area in 1896, “there were houses of prostitution, bars, dance halls, a saloon on every corner, and
gambling was a way of life” (https://thezionbaptistchurch.com/our-story/).




Brook Road is a part, is
probably that of August 12,
1817 (Appendices 1 and 1a).* In
a transfer of some of his
accumulated properties to his
children, Dr. William Foushee,
Sr., (Figure 1) included a
triangular-shaped parcel of land
(Figure 2) of a few acres around
the Brook and Broad
intersection. Dr. Foushee, 68,
may have been divesting his
estate to lighten his
responsibilities as he aged while
also providing a financial
benefit to his adult children. He
himself had taken possession of
the property in two separate
deals described in the same
1817 indenture: from the estate
of Patrick Coutt in 1814 and
from the Rev. John Buchanan in
1815. Coutt is best known today
for having built in 1830 the
ferry across the James River
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Figure 2. Red arrow points to the land owned by William Foushee in the early
1800s. Brook Road is identified in the upper left of this detail; H Street (later
named Broad Street) can be seen toward the lower right. The north compass
direction would point to the upper left (at the approximate line of Brook Road).
Source: Richard Young, 4 Plan of the City of Richmond (detail), 1809-1810,
acquired online through the Library of Virginia.

from Rockett’s Landing to what is known today as Manchester, the first and only transportation
across the river for more than fifty years. The Rev. Buchanan was pastor of St. John’s Church in
Richmond from 1785-1822, historic even then because of Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty or
give me death” speech there in 1775. Buchanan was well-respected and community-minded; he
had become wealthy as the result of inheritance from two brothers. It is not determined whether
the property that would become 303 Brook was in the parcel Foushee had acquired from Coutt or
whether it was in the parcel from Buchanan.

Dr. Foushee, of course, was well known in Richmond. A descendant of the French
Huguenots, he had served with distinction as a surgeon in the American Revolution. In 1872 he
was elected by the eligible voters of the day as the first mayor of Richmond and later also served
several terms in the state legislature. Writing in 1856, historian Samuel Mordecai described
Foushee as “a gentleman of fine personal appearance and deportment and a favorite physician
with the ladies who said his visits were restorative without the aid of medicine,” but that the
“calm and sunshine which distinguished his medical character could be changed to storm and
thunder in his political one.” Dr. Foushee, like many of his peers, was also an enslaver. The
Foushee name today is probably best known for the street named for him near 303 Brook —
which coincidentally marks the spot in Richmond where city streets are divided as “east” and

4 “Foushee to Carter [and others],” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 13, p. 542, August 12, 1817.
5 Samuel Mordecai, Virginia, Especially Richmond, in By-Gone Days; with a Glance at the Present (Philadelphia:

King and Baird Printers, 1856), p. 154.



“west” — as well as because of the distinguished French-inspired restaurant, Chez Foushee, also
located nearby.

The property, at the time of the 1817 indenture, was described as the following (question
marks signify illegible letters or words):

“. .. lying and being in the City of Richmond and bounded as follows to wit on
the NE by K Street until it intersects the road leading from the Brook near
Fulchers then by that road on the NW across the turnpike which is a continuation
of H Street to a corner between Thomas Rutherford and the said Wm Foushee ?
on the said old Brook road and near its junction with what was called the
Westham Road, thence south fifty-six degrees east 8 poles to a lot of James
Bootwright which was a part of the old Rope Walk, thence at right angles nearly
with the last line across the Turnpike to its NE line; thence S 54 degrees E to 1%
Street in the plan of the City of Richmond, and then with that Street to K Street, it
being the land designated in a survey of Richd Young’s dated the 28" July 1817 . .

The July 28, 1817, survey mentioned in the indenture could not be located. However, it
might have been either the same as or an update to the 1809-1810 map of Richmond by city
surveyor Richard Young which shows the Foushee property in the area described (see Figure 2).
Young’s map, like many others of early Richmond, is aligned with north to the upper left, the
result of an attempt to make Richmond streets appear on maps as left-right and up-down and fit
more cleanly on rectangular paper. Because the Foushee property appears on the 1809-1810 map,
he would have acquired it previous to that date.

It is fairly easy to reproduce
the Foushee property as shown on the ® Yo, W
1809-1810 map on a 2023 map tilted
to reflect the orientation of the 1809-
1810 map (Figure 3), but what must
also be taken into account is that old
streets in Richmond were designated
with alphabetic letters and even if they
had names, some of the names
changed over the years. Taking all that
into account, the Foushee property
drawn on a 2023 map runs from the
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through now-existing buildings on the north side of Broad), then back over to the Clay
Street/Madison Street/Brook Road starting point. This appears to match the description in the
1817 indenture with the exception of the mention that the property line went to 1% Street and
then to Clay (K Street in the old maps). Perhaps by 1817 Foushee had acquired more land on that
side of his property which is not reflected in the 1809-1810 map. This is of no matter to the
current discussion, as the land where today’s 303 Brook Road is located is within the boundaries
of either interpretation (of the indenture description and of the map). As an aside, it is noted here
while Broad Street was known as H Street at this location and at the time of this indenture (and is
shown as that on the 1809-1810 map), it was considered to be Deep Run Turnpike further out
from the city.

One historical novelty mentioned in the indenture description of the property is its
boundary with the “old Rope Walk” which can be seen on the 1809-1810 map detail. A rope
walk was a long narrow path, sometimes covered by a shed roof, where hemp was twisted into
the long lengths or rope required for use by the shipping industry. Surprisingly little seems to be
known about this rope walk here near Brook Road; however, it may have been in operation as
early as during the Revolutionary War.°

¢ G. Melvin Herndon, “A War-Inspired Industry: The manufacture of Hemp in Virginia during the Revolution,” The
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, July 1966, p. 307.



1825 — Conveyance to Scott and Williams, and a Missing Document

The next indenture which deals with the property is dated April 15, 1825, and provides
for conveyance of the property, which included what would become 303 Brook Road (and other
lots on the same block of Brook as they exist today, though which exact lots are difficult to
discern), to Robert G. Scott and John G. Williams (Appendices 2 and 2a).” Some of the writing
in the 1825 indenture is illegible and the property description also seems to include information
about a previously-partitioned parcel conveyed to or received from a Frederick Ida (spelling of
last name Ida is uncertain) and Thomas Maure (possibly Maury) adding to the difficulty of
deciphering it.

The property in the 1825 indenture, which included what is today known as 303 Brook as
well as neighboring properties to its west (towards Marshall Street), was described as this:

“. .. lying and being on the north side of the Richmond Turnpike Road or H Street
continued, and on the east side of the old Brook Road in the City of Richmond,
and ? as follows: beginning at a wooden peg on said H Street at the distance of
forty six? feet from the corner of said H Street and the Brook Road and running
thence northeastwardly about one hundred and twenty one feet to an alley fifteen
feet wide, thence northwestwardly along the said alley about one hundred and
twenty feet be the distance, more or less, to the corner of a thirty feet street ?
southwestwardly along the said street to its intersection with the old Brooke Road
thence along the said Brooke Road about one hundred and fourteen feet be the
same more or less to a peg at the corner of the said Brook Road and the aforesaid
H Street and therein southeastwardly along the said H Street forty six feet to the
beginning . . .”

Another transaction, which occurred sometime between 1825 and 1851, partitioned the
1825 parcel to create a new property which apparently consisted of what would become both 303
and 305 Brook, but the deed for that transaction could not be located. It is known to exist
because it is referenced in the first of a pair of 1858 documents which described then-sales of the
property (see below for more information about the 1858 documents).® The unlocated document
apparently shows John G. Williams receiving what would become both the 303 and 305 lots.

7 “Foushee &c. to Scott &c.,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 24, p. 18, April 15, 1825.
8 “Williams to Barham,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 73A, p. 10, August 5, 1858.



The unlocated document could not be found because the reference to it in the 1858
document does not provide any information as to the deed book where it was filed: the day and
the year of the transaction, which would help locate the document, were left blank for a clerk to
fill out, which never occurred. An effort was made to locate this missing document by consulting
the Richmond City Property Division indexes to buyers and sellers (called grantors and grantees
in the legal lingo) for the time period. It quickly became clear that finding it would be an arduous
process because of multiple transactions of the parties involved over the years and inconsistent
ways of spelling the names of those involved. Because the exact document was not needed in
order to be able to ascertain the transference of property, this line of investigation was not
pursued. The transaction can, however, be narrowed down to have occurred before January 6,
1834, because the will of John G. Williams was found to have been probated on that date.’

° Will of John G. Williams (undated), Richmond City Property Division, Will Book 8-9, p. 419, January 6, 1834.
The will is not included in appendices here because, other than its date, it is incidental to this narrative.



Figure 4. Richmond, 1850. The view shows from Church Hill out to approximately the capitol building (likely the building under
the flag near the two spires in the mid-right horizon), so does not include Brook Road, but does give an idea of what the city was
like. Source: E. Sachse, “View of Richmond from the church hill / drawn from nature and one stone,” lithograph of E. Sachse &
Co., 3 N. Liberty Street, Baltimore, Maryland. Casimir Bohn, publisher, c. 1851. Acquired online from the Library of Congress.

1851 — Eminent Domain

The next indenture that was located and was known to specifically involve the property
which included what would become 303 Brook was dated April 15, 1851, and described what
today would be called an action of eminent domain (Appendices 3 and 3a).!° The Richmond
Dispatch reported on the issue, noting the city council had considered in December 1850 a
resolution paying $37 for a sliver of land taken from the property of Mary Ann Williams, heir to
the property at her husband John G. Williams’ death, because the land had been taken in 1846 to
straighten “Brook road, or avenue.” The resolution also suggested a payment of $20 to Elizabeth
Lumpkin, who owned the property at 18 West Broad, for having taken her property in a similar
fashion. The payment to Williams was approved; the payment to Lumpkin was not. No reason
was given for not paying Lumpkin.!! The Williams property from which the sliver was taken is
described only as “the estate of John G. Williams” in the indenture, and not at all in the
newspaper, and it is not clear how much of it lay facing Brook — though from later deeds (and
from the drawn property surveys that were included with some of them (e.g., Figures 6 and 11),
it seems clear it contained what would become the two lots with the addresses of 303 and 305
Brook. (It is also apparent from later deeds that the Lumpkin property had been partitioned from
the Foushee land by this time.)

10 “Wwilliams to City of Richmond,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 59, p. 650, April 15, 1851.
! «“City Council,” Richmond Dispatch, December 28, 1850.



Mid 18508 — The Brook and Broad Intersection

Additionally bisected as it was by Adams Street, Brook and Broad was a natural area for
economic activity in the mid 1850s.!? As early as 1836, there had been a stop at the intersection
where the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad (Figure 5) ran its tracks for the
steam-powered trains on Broad. In 1849, the city council voted to run the new gas lights on
Broad from downtown to Brook and Broad.!? In 1856, an auction for “machinery, etc.” was held
at the intersection.'* George Timberlake on Brook Avenue “near Broad” took orders for
“northern ice” in the winters of 1856 and 1857.!° He also operated a stables there and may have
been the grocer offering “family groceries, crockery, glassware, shoes, etc.”! at Adams and
Broad in 1859 although grocers at the intersection at the time also included Michael Murphy,
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Figure 5. Detail of 1856 map shows the Rlchmond, Fredencksburg, and Potomac Railroad running along Broad from the west to
near the state Capitol. Arrow points to approximate location of today’s 303 Brook Road. Source: William Sides, “Map of the city
of Richmond, Henrico County, Virginia,” Ellyson’s Richmond Directory, 1856. Acquired online from the Library of Virginia.

12 The intersection was sometimes referenced as “Adams and Broad,” though that designation strictly interpreted
indicates the western side of the intersection versus “Brook and Broad” which specifically refers to the eastern side.
13 See Kathi Clark Wong, History of the Building of the Former Dixie Theater at 18 West Broad, Richmond, Virginia
(www.RichmondNarratives.com, revised September 29, 2023), pp. 3-4.

14 Classified notice, Richmond Dispatch, December 12, 1856.

15 e.g., “Northern Ice,” Richmond Dispatch, January 23, 1856.

16 “Strayed,” Richmond Dispatch, December 1, 1857, and other notices in the Richmond Dispatch regarding stray
mules or horses during the time period.
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Glazebrook & Thomas, and Felix Mathews.!” The Lafayette Boarding house was nearby.!® John
McWilliams had a restaurant at the northwest corner of Brook and Broad. Dr. R. M. Pulliam had
an office at Brook and Marshall.'’

In 1856, John A. Glazebrook, a carpenter, lived above his brother’s grocery on Brook, as
did a Mrs. A. Smith. C. T. Davis and J. N. Thacker, carpenters, lived in other residences above
the shops along with Henry Dean, a painter with the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac
Railroad. John E. Kelley, a blacksmith, lived either above or near his forge there.2’ Above which
shops most of these individuals lived is most often not known, the city directory was not always
specific enough to ascertain that, but some of the buildings they were in may have been wood
structures which were later burned or were torn down to build more permanent brick ones. (In
general, those who lived above the storefronts will not be identified in this narrative, though a list
them is provided in Appendix 17.)

17 Though George Timberlake was not specifically researched for this narrative, censuses available on
www.ancestry.com and contemporary newspaper articles indicate he was a fairly prominent Richmonder, owned
business properties and likely lived at or near the Brook and Broad intersection, and was an enslaver. Among
intriguing newspaper articles about him was one published on the front page of the Richmond Dispatch on February
7, 1861, which indicated he was on the jury of the Richmond trial of the Spanish captain of the slave brig Storm
King which had been captured off the coast of Africa for attempting to bring enslaved Africans to the United States
despite the fact that the transatlantic slave trade was illegal at that point in U.S. history. In 1862, he advertised in the
Richmond Dispatch for a substitute to take his place fighting in the Civil War (Richmond Dispatch, “Wanted - A
Substitute for the War,” August 7, 1862), noting that applicants could find him at his place at Brook and Broad.
Timberlake was not very specific about what qualities the winning candidate would need to have, but others who
advertised for substitutes were, such as this one who advertised the same day: “$1,000 will be given for a substitute
for the war, for a respectable man that is a non-conscript -- one that can come well recommended by some
respectable citizen of Virginia -- to go into a Virginia infantry company, one of the finest in service.” For more
information about Civil War substitutes, employed by both sides, see https://www.ncpedia.org/substitutes-civil-war.
In an ironic turn, since George Timberlake had been on the jury determining the fate of a man for illegally
transporting enslaved people, the March 18, 1865, Richmond Dispatch noted that “Peter, slave of George
Timberlake” had been “recaptured from the Yankees” and imprisoned at the notorious Castle Thunder in Richmond -
- this less than two weeks before the fall of Richmond. Taken from Kathi Clark Wong, History of the Building of the
Former Dixie Theater at 18 West Broad, Richmond, Virginia (www.RichmondNarratives.com, revised September
29,2023), p. 7, fin 23.

18 Richmond City Directory, 1856, p. 101.

19 Richmond City Directory, 1856, pp. 82, 173, and 186.

20 Richmond City Directory, 1856, pp. 160, 133, 216, and 227.
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The Two 1858 Transactions

In 1858, two property documents — now called deeds instead of indentures — regarding
the future 303 and 305 Brook properties were filed on the same day and recorded in two

subsequent pages of the same Richmond City
deed book (Appendices 4, 4a, 5, and 5a).2! The
property descriptions in the two indentures are
inadequate, what happened to have cause the
two to be filed the same day, and even what
actually occurred during the sale is difficult to
ascertain. But what appears to have happened is
this: in the first of the two deeds filed on
August 5, 1858, Mary Ann Williams sold the
parcel (containing the future two lots, and only
these two lots) to Thomas Barham for $1,295
(about $48,000 today). In the second of the two
deeds, also filed on August 5 but recorded on
the subsequent page of the city deed book,
Barham sold the same parcel (of today’s 303
and 305 Brook) to Richard S. Glazebrook and
William J. Thomas, partners in the firm
Glazebrook & Thomas, for $1,480 (about
$55,000 today). It is not clear why Mary Ann
Williams did not sell the property directly to
Glazebrook & Thomas, but it seems possible
that Thomas Barham made a tidy profit on the
deal seemingly in a matter of hours.

Property Descriptions from the 1858 Deeds

What follows is the text from the two contiguous
1858 deeds showing the similarity of the property
descriptions (neither of the deeds mention a
building on the property).

From Deed Book 73A, page 10:

“ .. that lot lying at or near the eastern
intersection of Broad Street with Brook Avenue
[fronting obliquely on Brook Avenue and
continuing back to an alley adjoining the lots of
George Lumpkin's estate on the east and the lot of
Richard S. Glazebrook on the west it being one of
the lots allotted to John G. Williams in the deed of
partition between him and Robert G. Scott
bearing the ____dayof  ...”

From Deed Book 73A, page 11:

“. .. that lot of land lying at or near the eastern
intersection of Broad Street with Brook Avenue,
fronting obliquely on Brook Avenue, and running
back to an alley adjoining the lot of George
Lumpkin's estate on the east and the lot of Richard
S. Glazebrook on the west it being one of the lots
allotted to John G. Williams in the deed of
partition between him and Robert G. Scott
bearing date the ____day of ____ less that
portion of widening and straightening said Brook
Avenue, the lot of land hereby granted being the
same conveyed to said Barham by Mary Ann
Williams in her own right and as executrix of John
G. Williams . . .”

2L “Wwilliams to Barham,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 73A, p. 10, August 5, 1858; and “Barham
& wife to Glazebrook &c.,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 73A, p. 11, August 5, 1858.
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The Principals at Glazebrook & Thomas

Richard Glazebrook, Jr., was from an old Hanover County family. He had moved to
Richmond by at least 1850 when ads in the paper noted he was at the wharf on Rocketts Landing
re-selling merchandise such as coal, wood shingles, and apples he was receiving from
steamboats coming up the James. His brother, Larkin W. Glazebrook, was selling timber in the
same area.?? Richard would have traveled down Brook Turnpike from Hanover County on a
number of occasions as he developed his business on Rocketts Landing and had seen first-hand
the level of commercial activity going on there.

At the time of the purchase from Barham, Richard Glazebrook was already a landowner
on the block and had been running as early as 1850 a grocery on the corner where Adams meets
the alley in what was likely a frame building.?* In 1852, Glazebrook, then 28, and William J.
Thomas, then 22, formed a partnership to conduct a wholesale and retail grocery business, also in
the Brook and Broad area, hoping “to merit a liberal share of the patronage of friends and the
public generally.”?* Glazebrook and Thomas were successful enough in business (and liked each
other enough) that by the mid-1850s, they had built homes very near next to each other at
numbers 308 (Glazebrook) and 414 (Thomas) East Marshall, not far, of course, from Brook and
Broad.?

Almost nothing can be learned about Thomas. The 1860 Census, one of the few
documents that could be found that mentions him, notes that he was 30 and he and his 25-year-
old wife, Sarah E., had a son, George, 4. In response to census questions, he indicated that he had

22 E.g., classified advertisements, Richmond Times, January 1, 1850, February 1, 1850, February 5, 1850.

23 Thomson’s Mercantile and Professional Directory, 1851, p. 141, confirms there was a Glazebrook grocery at the
location in 1851. City directories did not provide street addresses along this block until 1869. Existing city
directories show the following as entries for Glazebrook & Thomas: 1855 - Glazebrook & Thomas, grocers, be.
Broad & Marshall (p. 87) (“be.” was an abbreviation for “between”); 1856 - Glazebrook & Thomas, grocers, e.s.
Adams, be. Broad & Marshall (p. 188) (“e.s.” was an abbreviation for “east side”); 1859 - Glazebrook & Thomas,
grocer, cor. Brook av and Adams (p. 95) (“cor.” was an abbreviation for “corner”). Directories were often published
a year later after information was gathered, so an 1859 date of a directory can reflect 1858 information. No city
directory for Richmond is known to have survived from 1860-1865, if they were even published.

24 Classified ad, Richmond Dispatch, January 15, 1852.

25 Mary Wingfield Scott, Old Richmond Neighborhoods (Richmond, Virginia: Whittet & Shepperson, 1950;
reprinted Richmond, Virginia: The Valentine Museum, 1984), p. 334. Wingfield Scott would have gleaned these
addresses from old city directories, censuses, and newspaper articles. Wingfield Scott, who also wrote Houses of Old
Richmond (New York: Bonanza Books, 1941; reprinted Richmond, Virginia: The Valentine Museum, date
unknown), is largely credited for having sparked the building preservation movement in Richmond.
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$2,500 in real estate and $2,500 in his personal estate. Both he and his wife were natives of
Virginia. His occupation was listed as grocer. (Richard’s wife in the same census was shown as
Mary E., 20. They had two children, William H., 5, and Eliza R., 3. His real estate was valued at
$5,000 and his personal estate at $1,500.)*¢ What led Glazebrook and Thomas to become
partners is not known.

Glazebrook and Thomas weren’t the only neighbors on Marshall Street with a connection
to what would become 303 Brook. Thomas Barham who had sold them the property also lived
nearby. The three men had another thing in common: they were all slaveholders. Glazebrook
owned two enslaved persons, both females, 20%2 and 14 months old. Thomas owned five
enslaved persons, all females, ages 23, 16, 4, and two that were 1'% years old. Thomas Barham
owned five enslaved persons, all females: 45, 53, 34, 12, and 5 years old.?’

26 1860 U.S. Census, Richmond Third Ward, City of Richmond, County of Henrico, Virginia, July 31, 1860.
271860 U.S. Census, Slave Schedule, Richmond Third Ward, City of Richmond, County of Henrico, Virginia,
August 2, 1860.
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1862 Sale of the Property and First Evidence of the Building There

The Civil War officially began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate troops fired on
Union forces at Fort Sumpter, South Carolina. The next month, the Capitol of the Confederacy
was moved from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond. In March 1862, President Lincoln
ordered General McClellan to attack Richmond, marking the beginning of the Peninsular
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Figure 6. Survey drawing of today’s 303 Brook Road by Joseph J. Pleasant, April
10, 1862. Source: “Glazebrook &c. and wives to Millhiser,” Richmond City
Property Division, Deed Book 78A, p. 151.

The property was described as this:

campaign. Combat was
threatening to come ever nearer
to Richmond, and the economy
was a mess: inflation soared
700 percent in the war’s first
two years.

It is hard to imagine
buying or selling property in
Richmond against the backdrop
of chaos of the Civil War. Even
so, Glazebrook & Thomas sold
the property consisting of
today’s 303 Brook on April 6,
1862.28 The 1862 property
description, taken together with
the attached survey and plat
map of the property by Joseph
Pleasants (Figure 6), makes it
clear that the 1862 transaction
was for the lot which would
later be known as 303 Brook,
and 303 Brook alone.

“. .. all that lot of land lying and being in the City of Richmond, with all the
improvements thereon, at or near the eastern intersection of Broad street with

28 “Glazebrook &c. and wives to Millhiser,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 78A, p. 151, April 6,

1862.
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Brook avenue, fronting obliquely on Brook avenue twenty-seven and one half-
feet and ? back to an alley 15 feet wide, upon which alley the said lot has a front
of nineteen feet, adjoining on the East the property of the estate of George
Lumpkin and on the West that of Glazebrook & Thomas; it being one of the lots
allotted to John G. Williams in the deed of partition between him and Robert G.
Scott, and the same property conveyed by Thomas Barham and wife to the said
Glazebrook & Thomas . ..”

The survey by Joseph J. Pleasants for the 1862 sale (Appendices 6 and 6a)*® was almost
certainly done for this particular transaction because it shows that now there was a building on it
that made the property more valuable. But also, in truth, it was high time to sort out which lots
were which on that block. It is curious, however, that the surveyor managed to mislabel Adams
Street as Jefferson Street on the plat map (an unknown hand wrote the word “Adams” above the
words “Jefferson Street” as an apparent correction).

The building appearing on the 1862 plat map, identified on the plat itself as a Glazebrook
& Thomas property, was almost certainly built just after Glazebrook & Thomas bought 303
Brook in 1858. Their 1852 partnership likely enabled them to split the risk of investment of
constructing a quality building at the 303 location for their growing grocery business. At about
the same time that they built the brick building at 303 Brook, they likely also built the brick
building next door at what would become 305 Brook (which also appears on the 1862 plat map).
It seems likely that the building at 303 Brook would have housed their retail grocery business,
and the larger one at 305 Brook would have been the location of their wholesale business. Street
numbers for the buildings on this block were not used in the city directory until 1869, and so
what may have been in those buildings prior to that is uncertain.

The building at today’s 303 Brook, shown in the 1862 survey as a shaded area, was a
smallish building in a kind of interrupted-trapezoidal shape (See Figure 6). The property’s
location is identifiable in respect to where it lies to other properties on the block and the
surrounding streets. The property measurements show 19 feet across the back on the alley, and
100 feet (“51.8° + 48.4°) along its longest side which adjoined the George Lumpkin estate (what
would become 18 West Broad); it’s not possible to read the measurement of the shorter, oblique
side fronting Brook, but the deed itself (Appendices 6 and 6a) describes it as being 27" feet, a
number consistent with descriptions of later deeds of the property (which do clearly identify it as
today’s 303 Brook).

The front facade of the building (and property) lies at a 45-degree angle to reflect the
triangular relationship of Brook to Broad. The facade, however, does not align with what appears
to be the street right-of-way; the sliver of space there is likely that which was taken by the City
in 1851 through the eminent domain process. In the plat map, there is an inexplicable notch that
still exists today where the front of the building turns to meet the property owned at the time by
the George Lumpkin estate (at today’s 18 West Broad). It may have been created in the 1851
eminent domain action or for some other unrelated reason which we do not know of today. The
survey shows that the original Glazebrook & Thomas building extended only half-way through
the lot, with the land behind it being a “yard,” a 48.4- x 19-foot-wide space. The nearly-illegible

2 “Glazebrook &c. to Millhiser,” Richmond City Property Division, Deed Book 78A, p. 151, April 6, 1862.
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writing on the shaded area reads “Sold by Glazebrook and Thomas to” with nothing at the end,
showing the surveyor did not know or care who the purchaser of the property would be.

There cannot be any doubt that the shaded area of the 1862 survey represents the
presence of a building, though it did not stretch to the alley as today’s 303 Brook does. Evidence
of a central wall, indicating the likely construction of a later addition, was found by the current
owners during a 1980s renovation. Other architectural details confirm a difference in age
between the front and back halves of today’s building: windows in an antebellum style with pre-
Civil War bird beak latches, wide-planked floors, and mantels with iron details are present in the
front half of the building but are not in the back.*°

It seems likely from city directories that list the use of the spaces on the block over time
that Glazebrook & Thomas used the building (as it was built prior to the later addition) as their
retail grocery. This would have only been for a short amount of time, however, since they bought
the property in 1858 and sold it in 1862. The building they owned next door (at today’s 305
Brook) can be seen in the 1862 survey as being much larger. It likely housed their wholesale
grocery business remembered in 1915 as “a leading concern of its kind in Richmond,” with
Glazebrook himself referred to as “one of the best known wholesale grocerymen of the state.
The then-yard in the back of today’s 303 Brook would have been a useful space to store delivery
carts, allow the horses to rest, and to avoid being getting in trouble for blocking traffic on
bustling Brook Avenue: Glazebrook & Thomas had been fined in 1853 for their dray (a flat-bed
wagon) having been left in the street without a driver and for failing to have their initials and
number posted on it.3? Richard Glazebrook at the same time may have been operating, perhaps
with his brother Larkin, a lumberyard in the other-wise empty lot (shown in the 1862 survey) at
the intersection of the alley and Adams.*

9931

In the 1862 sale, Glazebrook and Thomas, with their wives as signees, sold the property
at today’s 303 Brook to Joseph Millhiser. Glazebrook was getting ready to sign up with the
Confederate Army where he would be “throughout the war,”** and so perhaps the property had
been sold to account for contingencies while he was gone, especially for supporting his wife and
young family. Competition in the retail grocery business was fierce in Richmond, 330 were listed
in the 1859 city directory, and so perhaps Glazebrook & Thomas were also divesting of a less-
profitable retail business to focus on a more profitable wholesale aspect. (No information is
known about William Thomas during the war, but he likely stayed in Richmond, perhaps
maintaining the business.)

30 Susan W. Morgan, “Studio Spaces,” Richmond Home (magazine), October 25, 2021,
(https://richmondmagazine.com/home/house-tours/studio-spaces/); and Jennie Dotts, Long & Foster Co., personal
correspondence, July 25, 2023.

3! Lyon Gardiner Tyler, Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company,
1915), vol. IV, p. 125.

32 “Home Department,” Richmond Morning Mail, August 17, 1853.

33 Notice, Richmond Dispatch, June 16, 1873.

3% Lyon Gardiner Tyler, Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company,
1915), vol. IV, p. 125.
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The War Years, and a Jewish Family Invests in the Building

Joseph Millhiser bought today’s 303 Brook from Glazebrook & Thomas in 1862 for
$4,700, a value which cannot be estimated into today’s terms because of the challenges of the
Confederate economy. Joseph died on June 27, 1866, at only forty-four years of age. On the
same day of his death, the same property was conveyed by deed from Joseph (presumably from
his death bed) and his wife, Louisa, to his three-year-younger brother, Moses, for a price of
$2,500 (Appendices 7 and 7a).>* Again, the value of the property in today’s terms is difficult to
estimate considering the massive rebuilding of Richmond going on after the Civil War.
Instructions for Moses to take care of Louisa was included in Joseph’s will.*¢

The M